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= - - Asthma is an inflammatory disorder of the

e airways characterized by a T-helper-type-2 (Th2)
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The airway epithelial mesenchymal trophic unit
(EMTU) involves the bidirectional control of the
local tissue microenvironment by the epithelium
and fibroblasts.! In asthma, it is postulated that
activation of the EMTU results In enhanced
signaling and altered immune responses.?

Thymic stromal lymphopoietin (TSLP) is regarded
as a critical regulator of the Th2-type immune
response and is reported as being upregulated
in severe asthma.?+

Rhinovirus (RV) infection is a common cause of
asthma exacerbation. Double-stranded RNA
induces TSLP expression in airway epithelial cell
¢ monolayer cultures,™ but the effect on fully
n differentiated bronchial epithelial cells (8ECs)
4 alone or In co-culture with human bronchial
fibroblasts (HBFs) has not been investigated.
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